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There was no objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
question is on the resolution.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

The

—————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3056, TAX COLLECTION RE-
SPONSIBILITY ACT OF 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-368) on the
resolution (H. Res. 719) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3056) to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to repeal the authority of the In-
ternal Revenue Service to use private
debt collection companies, to delay im-
plementation of withholding taxes on
government contractors, to revise the
tax rules on expatriation, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

————

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 2895, NATIONAL AFFORD-
ABLE HOUSING TRUST FUND
ACT OF 2007

Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 110-369) on the
resolution (H. Res. 720) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2895) to
establish the National Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund in the Treasury of the
United States to provide for the con-
struction, rehabilitation, and preserva-
tion of decent, safe, and affordable
housing for low-income families, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

————

JASON NORLING

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, last Monday,
38-year old Deputy Constable Jason
Norling was killed while writing a traf-
fic ticket in Houston, Texas. Norling, a
motorcycle officer, was ticketing a
speeder when another vehicle swerved
off the shoulder and hit Norling, kill-
ing him.

Norling was a former chef and artist
and previously worked for the Hemp-
stead, Texas Police Department before
becoming a member of the Precinct 5
Constables Unit. Norling’s mother said,
““God’s purpose for Jason was to be in
law enforcement.”

Norling was married, and when he
was hit by a driver who, ironically, had
just been involved in another accident
when his vehicle was rear-ended.

And so as the bagpipes played Amaz-
ing Grace at the Spring Baptist Church
last week, they mourned the loss of an-
other peace officer who wore the badge
to protect and serve.
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And by the way, Mr. Speaker, the
driver who swerved and hit Officer
Norling was apparently distracted be-
cause he was talking on his cell phone.

Our prayers are with the Norling
family and his fellow Texas lawmen.

And that’s just the way it is.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

(Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute.)

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr.
Speaker, tomorrow the House Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs will consider
H. Res. 106, affirming the TUnited
States’ record on the Armenian geno-
cide. I will ask my colleagues on the
committee to carefully consider this
resolution and the vast body of evi-
dence that supports its conclusion.

The allied powers of the First World
War early on recognized that the Turk-
ish Government at that time was com-
mitting crimes against humanity by
perpetrating the organized slaughter of
Armenians. The U.S. Congress of that
time affirmed these crimes in hearings
and resolutions. Though the chief orga-
nizers of this crime were convicted of
the massacres by the Turkish military
courts, they never were made to pay
any penalty.

We fully recognize now the friendship
of our allies in Turkey, but it cannot
change the past. I hope that there can
be some reconciliation between Turkey
and Armenia and that a proper ac-
knowledgment of the crimes of the past
can allow them to move forward into
the future of peace and mutual under-
standing.

————

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

———

JOSE MEDELLIN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, I come to-
night to talk to you, the House, about
the murder of two girls. In 1993, two
teenage girls were walking home, mak-
ing sure they got there in time for the
curfew. Their names were Jennifer
Ertman and Elizabeth Pena.

As they were headed home, they took
a shortcut through the woods, and that
mistake cost them their lives. They
came in contact with a person by the
name of Jose Medellin, who was the
gang leader of a group called the Black
and Whites. He, along with his fellow
gangsters, kidnapped these two girls
and brutalized them, sexually as-
saulted them, tortured them, and then,
when they were through having their
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way after gang raping them, they mur-
dered them, these two teenage girls,
Jennifer Ertman, Elizabeth Pena.

The Houston Police Department fi-
nally caught up with Jose Medellin and
his gangsters. They were all tried law-
fully in Texas courts. Jose Medellin re-
ceived the death penalty, along with
one other individual who’s already
been executed. A third individual’s on
death row waiting to be executed, and
two more are serving life sentences in
Texas penitentiaries.

Jose Medellin, when he was captured,
he had in his possession, Mr. Speaker,
a watch. It was a Mickey Mouse watch
that Jennifer Ertman wore. And he was
proud to carry this token of his mur-
der. He bragged about the murder. He
confessed to the murder, and a jury of
12 Texans convicted him and gave him
the death penalty, which he earned and
which he deserved.

His case was appealed. It worked its
way all the way to the Supreme Court.
The Supreme Court upheld the convic-
tion based upon a complaint about the
confession.

But during all of this process, 10
years after the conviction, in 2003, the
Mexican Government filed a lawsuit
against the United States in the World
Court. You see, Medellin was illegally
in the United States from Mexico. And
the Mexican Government claimed that
he should have been told by the arrest-
ing police officers that he had the right
to talk to the Mexican Consulate.

Now, the Houston police officers
didn’t tell him he had the right. They
certainly wouldn’t have prevented him
from having permission to talk to the
Mexican Consulate, and he never, at
the trial, objected to not being able to
talk to the Mexican Consulate. He
waited some 10 years until he got to
the World Court before his government
complained.

The World Court ruled in favor of
Mexico, and here’s where all of the
irony begins. After the World Court
ruled that the Texas court, or the
Texas peace officers should have told
him that he had the right to talk to
the Mexican Consulate, the President
of the United States intervened in this
case and told the Texas courts they
ought to review this matter; they
ought to uphold the ruling of the World
Court. And last year, the Texas courts,
in all due respect to the administra-
tion, told the President he didn’t have
any authority to tell Texas courts
what to do about anything, and they
upheld this conviction and ordered him
to be executed, this defendant.

Tomorrow the Supreme Court of the
United States is going to hear this
case. They’re going to hear this case
and have to decide this issue. Does the
World Court, when it issues an opinion
about a trial that takes place in the
State of Texas, or any other State,
have authority to tell a court of law in
this country that they must overturn a
conviction or not?

This is a big deal, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause, you see, Texas courts, like most
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